
 

 

This project study is based on the topic Rehabilitation and Resettlement of displaced person 

due to development, so first of all we need to know what is Rehabilitation and Resettlement ?  

 

 

“Acquiring land for a 'public purpose' is claimed as a right by the state 

under its powers of eminent domain, but it accepts no duty to resettle 

and rehabilitate all the affected citizens. Instead, rehabilitation is 

presented as an act of benevolence.” 

Rehabilitation is a program that helps a person who is recovering from illness 

or injury to regain as much function as possible. The aim is for clients to become as 

independent as possible despite his/her disabilities. Rehabilitation also aims to teach 

strategies for ongoing disabilities.  



 

 

Rehabilitation can be envisioned as a process that would reverse the risks of resettlement. 

A risk and reconstruction model of rehabilitation that would be marked by a series of 

transitions 

from: 

 

d-based resettlement; 

 

-employment; 

 

 

 

lessness to house reconstruction; 

 

 

 

common property resources to community 

    Reconstruction and social inclusion. 

 
 
Rehabilitation is only possible where development takes place. Thus resettlement must be 

planned as an integral part of the comprehensive development project. In this sense 

rehabilitation is really an outcome of resettlement that is conceived not as physical 

relocation or mere restoration of incomes but as development.  

 

Resettlement is a process with a start and a finish and as a discrete area of 

work separate from generalist hostel work, from counseling, key working, from 

outreach and from long-term tenancy support work. It does link in with these 

areas of work but needs to be understood as separate from them. We could say 

that resettlement support is where the client is still on the learning curve. At the 

point at which this levels out, and is just maintenance support it becomes housing, 

or tenancy support. 

 
 
Resettlement  programmes have predominantly focussed on the process of physical 

relocation rather than on the economic and social development of the displaced and other 

negatively affected people. This has severely eroded the development effectiveness of 

resettlement and rehabilitation programmes and heightened the impoverishment risk of the 

resettlers 

The costs of the Resettlement programme have invariably been underestimated and under-

financed. It is often the case that it is always the resettlement and rehabilitation budget 

that is reduced whenever the project runs into financial problems. 



 

 

 

Institutional weaknesses, marked by confusions between various departments and the   

      lack of capacity as well as continuity, have been major problems in ensuring effective   

      resettlement. 

 

In the absence of policy and legal instruments and an effective mechanism to monitor   

     compliance, even well-structured institutions with trained staff have failed in consistent   

     implementation of effective resettlement. 

 

Generally, participation of the affected people has been superficial or treated as    

      Unimportant By those responsible for the project. More often they have been 

      manipulated, co-opted, or Directly excluded. 

 

Evidence suggests that for a vast majority of the indigenous/tribal peoples displaced by 

      big projects 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

TYPES  OF  RESETTLEMENT 

         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following principles have been adopted in the 

formulation of this Resettlement Plan: 
 
• Population displacement will be minimized 

 

• Community participation is assured 

 

• Comprehensive plans are prepared for those to be affected 

 

• Resettlement will be monitored by the Government and the ADB 

 

• The absence of legal title to land will not prevent affected people from being included in  

   compensation and income restoration measures; and 

 

• Positive steps will be taken to ensure that both poor and vulnerable groups receive  

   adequate compensation and assistance. 
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Types of displacements and magnitude: 

1-      Disaster related displacement. 

2-      Development related displacement. 

3-      Conflict induced displacement. 

 

What is disaster related displacement?  

Disaster may be natural as well as man made for example Tsunami and Bhopal gas tragedy. 

This may also happen due to ever growing population, the vast disparities or in income, 

rapid urbanization, increasing industrialization development within high risk zone, 

environmental degradation and climate change.   

What is development related displacements?  

Mega development projects like construction of dams, industries, highways and roads 

resulted in forced displacement of the people. It has been found that usually it is the poor 

people who face the consequences of such projects more because their livelihood, habitat 

and assets are affected. Where “involuntary resettlement” has received public attention, 

either through NGOs or media intervention, the state administration has responded. In most 

of the cases such displacements have resulted in loss of livelihood and shelter. More than 

1.4 million people have been displaced from their ancestral land and deprived of traditional 

livelihood in just four states in India in the country’s drive for economic growth, according to 

the study conducted by the NGOs Action aid, the India Social Institute, and Laya. 

What is conflict induced displacement?  

According to non- governmental organizations, “there are over 6, 00,000 conflict induced 

IDPs  in India. The cases relating to relief and rehabilitation of Kasmiri Pandits and victims 

of Gujarat riots in 2002. 

A Section of the Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill, 2007 defines “affected family” as 

i) a family whose primary place of residence or other property or source of 

livelihood is adversely  affected by the acquisition (the act of buying it) of land for 

a project or involuntary displacement due to any other reason, 

ii) any tenure holder, tenant, lessee or owner of other property, who on account of 

acquisition of  land (including plot in the  abadi or other property) in the affected 

area or otherwise, has been involuntary displaced from such land or other 

property, 



 

 

iii) any agricultural or non agricultural labourer, landless person, rural artisan, small 

trader or self employed person; who has been residing or engaged in any trade, 

business, occupation or vocation continuously for a period of not less than five 

years in affected areas preceding the date of declaration of the affected area, and 

who has been deprived of earning his livelihood or alienated wholly or 

substantially from the main source of his trade, business, occupation or vocation 

because of the acqutition of land in the affected area or being involuntary 
displaced for any other reason. 

 

 

 

DISPLACEMENT DUE TO DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

The sound policies and measures needed to protect the lives, human rights, and welfare of 

such people become an integral part of development projects. Involuntary resettlement will 

remain a major challenge in the foreseeable future. If anything, the number of projects that 

involve land acquisition will increase. Land is a basic requirement for these projects and 

owing to rapid population growth uninhabited areas are increasingly becoming scarce. In 

the circumstances, the only option is to acquire private land in populated areas. People 

displaced by development projects often have to move elsewhere to start a new life. There 

is a strong element of compulsion in displacement: long established social networks are 

disrupted and with them the social systems through which members of the community are 



 

 

sustained. For those forced to resettle in new locations, displacement is indeed an 

unmitigated disaster. Things become further intolerable when those in authority fail to show 

due consideration to the APs.major sectors in which infrastructure projects are implemented in 

India include irrigation, mining, industry, power, ports, water supply, and roads and highways. 

Infrastructure projects in these sectors entail acquisition of private land, which requires not only 

paying compensation to owners but also resettlement and rehabilitation (R&R) of affected 

persons (APs). Although these projects are important for national development, they often 

adversely affect some groups. Hence  

 

Aims of resettlement 

To seek to empower the client and facilitate long-term solutions to their needs 

around rehousing. 

To identify the best available options for the client's rehousing. 

To make best use of the often scarce housing resources available, as fairly as 

possible, and without discrimination to those who will make best use of them. 

To ensure that clients nominated or referred to other organisations are suitable 

for those organisations. 

To seek to equip clients, either through training and advice given by the 

resettlement service or by referral to appropriate agencies, with skills and knowledge 

in the following areas: 

o Welfare benefits - seeking to maximise the client's income.  
o Training and employment/career options.  

o Tenancy rights and responsibilities.  
o Cooking/domestic/home maintenance skills - if these are sought.  

o Social skills/networking.  

o Budgeting skills.  

To recognise that some clients have needs other than a home. 

and that some have no need other than a home. 

To recognise that accommodation will only be sustainable where the client Is 

able to function in the community. 

To promote positive relationships that overcome isolation and encourage 

Interaction with the wider world. 



 

 

MAJOR RESETTLEMENT AND REHABILITION 

PROBLEMS 

Development projects based R&R problems like construction of dams/power 

station etc. 

The developmental projects come into existence after a fairly long period of planning and 

awareness of displacement caused by such projects already exists among those who initiate 

the projects. The tragedy is that despite this prior knowledge of the extent of displacement, 

those in-charges of development projects pay little attention to the processes of 

resettlement and rehabilitation of displaced people. Development projects instead focus on 

economic efficiency and not on those who stand to lose all that they have, their land, and 

means of livelihood and stable patterns of social and cultural life. To my mind those who 

give up substantial portions of their assets for the sake of development projects need to be 

recognized as stakeholders in development projects. They too need to be a part of 

development. The major resettlement and rehabilitation problems refer to lack and at times 

deliberate avoidance of -: 

a) Clear recognition of the fact of displacement, 

b) Well-worked out advance plans for R and R of displaced groups, 

c) Implementation of such plans by trained and competent R and R personnel of such 

projects 

d) Participation of displaced people in planning process of their own R and R. 

  

        


